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1947 SEPTEMBER 27- A SIGNIFICANT DAY IN OUR LIFE

‘«" ALL Ma,

*United & Formed 1947 &
+24 Dioceses b

A 4 Million Peoples +
‘“. 15 Thousand Concreations o

ey &
oF sov™

The Logo of the Church of South Indiaisanimportant and significant
astheformation of the CSI through the process of unification. The Lotus
and the Crossused inthe L ogo possessarich cultural history and heritage
whichwill help usinthe understanding of the significance of the unification
and our call and mission as members of this great and unique church.

The cross represents Jesus' death for us, bri ng%i ng freedom from sin.
The other design in the logo is the lotus flower from India, which is a
traditional picture of God being near us. The lotus grows out of mud, like
the beauty and purity that can grow in our lives out of Jesus' sacrifice.

~ The petals of the Lotus and the arms of the Cross are beautifully
intertwined together with thefiery tongues of the Holy Spirit. Thisagain
isan authentic Indian expression of people’ s communion with God.

The crossisred (for life) and the lotus is saffron (for holiness).

The words THAT THEY ALL MAY BE ONE, CHURCH OF
SOUTH INDIA are embossed in acircle round the Lotus and the Cross.
The words are taken from the high priestly prayer of our Lord Jesus
Christ who prayed not only for the* Church’ but also for thewholeworld.
Thisuniversality is expressed by placing the wordsin aform of acircle
%yﬁnborl]izi ng not only the universe but also the inclusive nature of the

urch.

The imposing central position of the crossin the Logo conveys the
idea that the indefatigable, self less supreme sacrifice of Jesus on the
crossisthe basis of the Church and itsfaith. The cross runs through the
L otus depicting its cleansing act working in the hearts of the members of
the Church and restoring them to the pristine purity of heaven.

The four ends of the cross made of equal size symbolize the equality
and also the contextual peaceful co-existence and communal harmony.

If August 15th of 1947 was a red-letter day in the history of our
country for on that day was born afree and independent India, September
27th of the same year was another red-letter day in the history of the
Christian Churches for on that day was born Church of South India

 Church isacomplex of personal relationships. Life in the church is
life together. It speaks of the qualities that people should possess, their
attitude to one another. The symbols, the lotus and the cross, used in the
logo of the church possess arich cultural heritage, which will help usto
understand our call and mission.
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Church Chair,
the Tone of Worship....

Renu ElzaVarkey

“@loymom &130mMo  al1dS}AIMSLIN1G3

MIDUMIDAHIWIM) MILND....”

Imagine
a  Sunday
Worship
without choir.
A Christmas
Eve without a
carol service.
A wedding or funeral without
choir singing. You may say that
there was a time there was no
choir, where our generation
had sung and worshipped the
Lord. Yes, an organized form
of choir has claimed a
significant rolein our churches
much later, but music asaform
of worship was aways there
from the beginning ages of
worship. Music and worship
are inseparable, and it is not
just limited to our CSI
denomination or Christianity
but in any religion and cult.
While, as Christians believe
that there existed ‘Word’
before everything, according to
Hinduism it’s the sound ‘Om’
which existed before creation.
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From the old
Testament, throughout the
Bible, there is a noticeable
importance given to choir. The
Heavenly Father’s mighty
abode is never complete
without the presence of the
angelic choir. The Cherubim
and Seraphim singing praises,
playing the harp and lyre
leading the Heavenly
orchestra cannot be imagined
without abliss. The symphony
of praises, Glories and
Halleluiahs echoing from the
corridors of the Heavenly
Kingdom, choir is the replica
of the same in the church
worships. It's the connecting
link between the Priestsin the
Altar and the congregation, as
| vaguely remember being
mentioned in a Choir Sunday
sermon some years back.
Choir membersare ought to be
the reflection of the Angels
singing praises in High.
There's nothing wrong if a
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choir member says, s’he only
knows to pray through songs.
Prayers through music starts
from deep inside and are able
to be heard aloud.

While understanding
“choir,” we should always
remember that it's not like any
other  organisation or
movement of the church. Only
dedicated and committed
group of choir members can
serve the purpose which is
bestowed upon them. While
running behind the name, fame
and trend, it's said to witness
that choir in general is losing
its meaning and forgetting the
purpose as an integral part of
the Church body. Choir is not
a place to showcase anyone's
individual talents, but a
collective effort of learning
which brings forth the
harmony, avoiding thediscord.

A persona note on St.
Stephen’sC.S.1. Church Choair,
Mundiappally. It's after two
decades of ongoing
experienceas part of our choir,
| am penning down something
about my choral experience.
From 1997, it's been an
amazing journey throughout,
with our choir which is more
likeafamily fellowship andtill
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date | have not come across an
equivalent experience, not in
terms of talent, but in terms
of the harmony we all share.
The concrete basis of worship
which | have inherited from
this choir has helped me strive
through the darkest of all
those phase of lie. It might
seem to be just aroutine to be
part of choir when you are in
your hometown, but once you
are out of your ‘pampered
world’ and start facing the
challenges, you would know
what you have gained from the
fellowship.

Let the Choir Sunday
be a thanksgiving opportunity
for al of us (choir members),
remembering the ways in
which God has led us through
thick and thin. | personally
thank all those amazing choir
masters and organists who
have served our church choir
all these years, who have
helped us all nurture our
talents, keeping thefellowship
and harmony we share intact.
Let our choir continue to be a
blessing in the years to come
not just for our community,
but also reflect through our
lives wherever we travel as
individuals too. God bless.
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On your Birthday we wish you

all many many happy returns of the day.
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We wish the following many years of
happy married life
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