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RING OUT THE OLD
AND RING IN THE NEW

We are entering into a New Year
in our lives with the melodious
music of Christmas Carols still
ringing in our ears. The Carols have
told us of the’ 'Dayspring from on
high, visiting us, to give light to
those who sit in darkness’
'(Lukel:78,79).We know not what
the New Year will bring, but we
know that Immanuel, the Prince of
Peace, the Counselor is with us.

At the dawn of 2015,the world
looks dull and grey, surrounded by
the mist of violence, greed,
corruption, sexual immorality,
impurity, hatred, discord, jealousy,
rage, selfish ambitions,
distensions, factions, envy,
drunkenness, orgies and the
like(NIV-Gal.5:20).Mankind seems
to have lost hope for a better
tomorrow.

Surely, it ought not to be so for
a Christian. Into this darkness, a
great light has shone (1s.9:2), a
strength to the poor, a strength to
the needy in his distress, a refuge
from the storm, a shade from the
heat(ls.25:4).This light has shown
us that “God is
love”’(1John4:16).Christ stood at the
door and knocked. We heard His
voice and opened the door to let
Him come in, bringing with Him
light, truth, love and true life into us.

Hence His fruit ought to be found
@ 2015 MG / eanEn)IG]

.|i ®

in us(Hosea.14:8).We must be
bearing the fruit of the Spirit, love,
joy, peace, longsuffering. kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness
and self-control (Gal.5:22).We are
the light and salt of the earth,
transforming it into a better place.
Each New Year becomes one of
hope, joy, love and peace, if Christ
dwells in us.

But, are we, who call ourselves
Christians, really the light and salt
of the earth? Are we producing the
fruits of the spirit? Do we truly
believe that Christ is with us or in
us, on our journey through life? Is
our belief in Christ just lip-service,
to be confined to the songs we sing,
the sermons we preach and our self
-centered prayers?

Do our lights so shine that
people glorify our Father in heaven?
Are we willing to learn from Him to
be gentle and lowly? Are we ready
to give our five loaves and two fishes
to Him, for the benefit of others? Do
we outwardly appear righteous to
men but inwardly full of hypocrisy?
Are moved compassion for the sick
and the weary? Would we lovingly
touch a leper or a beggar on the
street? Do we the time or the
inclination to converse with the
Samaritan woman of today? Are we
looking for the best seats in our

St. Stephen’s CSI Church, Mundiappally



gOSQIS> BIDAD

churches or the best places in
feasts? Do we perfume charitable
deeds for others to see or blow a
trumpet about the good we do? Do
our prayers in public only serve to
kindle our self-esteem? Would we
plead in prayer for the healing of our
servants or those who hate us?
Have we been reconciled with our
brother, before bringing our gifts and
prayers to the altar? Are we willing
to go the second mile? Do we judge
others, rather than ourselves? Do
we worry about tomorrow?

These are difficult, disturbing
questions; we need to ask
ourselves, you and me, coming out
with sincere answers. We would
then feel the need to ask the
Almighty with His everlasting grace
to cleanse us and fill us anew with
His Spirit .Father Damien, Sadhu
Sunder Singh, Mother Teresa,
Graham Stanes, Daya Bhai and
countless others have been filled
with this self-less Spirit, leading
lives that left lasting imprints on
others.

May the New Year-2015-be one
where Christ dwells in our homes
and hearts, transforming us into
little candles that shed a ray of light
that can dispel the darkness in us
and in those around us bringing “Joy
to the world”.

Let me end with a poem | came
across recently, copied some years
in an old diary, that led to thoughts
written above.

@ 2015 2MAIE] / an(en)AIc] (]
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If Jesus comes to your Home

Friend, | wonder if the Saviour spent
a day or two with you,

Would you be content in doing
the same things you always do.

Would your family conversations
still keep up its usual pace

Or would you find it hard at meals
to say a table grace?

Would you sing the songs you
always sing and read the books you
read

And let Him know the things on
which mind and spirit feed?

Could you take the Saviour with you
everywhere you planned to go?

Or would, may be, change your
plans for just a day or so.

Would you be glad to have Him
meet your closest friend,

Or would you hope they'd stay
away until His visit ends?

Would you rejoice to have Him stay
forever, on and on.

Or would you sigh with great relief
when He at last was gone?

It might be interesting to know the
things that you'd do,

If Jesus came in person, just to
spend some time with you.

Susy Abraham
Chechakunnil
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"I will pour out my spirit up onyour
descendants, and blessingson your offspring."”
(Isa44:3)
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Inever loving memory of

our beloved
Achachen & Ammachy

Aleyamma Varkey M.A. Varkey
Born on 29.05.1915 Born on 18.07.1912
Died on 26.02.2014 Died on 19.04.1991

Eattickal Bhavan, Mundiappally

"mojes Sumw (Slmomy anslesisiennud mlans)e
GRAIEMISISOS CORMIT aMEnRIST." asean. 34

“UWe stiall meet on that beautiful stiane’’
Inserted by Children & Grandchildren
Sponsored by Jibu & Family





